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CONFIDENTIAL CONAKRY 0769 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PEPR, GV, MO, AG 

SUBJECT: MOROCCAN-GUINEAN RELATIONS 

SUMMARY: MUTUAL LOVE-FEAST BETWEEN MONARCHICAL MOROCCO 
AND SOCIALIST GUINEA DURING EARLY APRIL HAS BEEN AT 
EXPENSE OF ALGERIA AND, LESS DIRECTLY, AFRICA'S RADICAL 
BLOC. WHILE GUINEA IS NOT EXPECTED TO DEPART COMPLETELY 
FROM NEUTRALITY ON THE SAHARA QUESTION, SHE IS TILTING 
MORE TOWARD MOROCCO THAN BEFORE, IN PART BECAUSE OF ECON- 
OMIC ADVANTAGES THAT COOPERATION WITH RABAT PROMISES. WE 
SEE THIS AS CONSTRUCTIVE SUPPLEMENT TO SEKOU TOURE S 
ECONOMIC OPENING TO WEST AND MORE AUTHENTIC NON-ALIGNMENT. 
HOWEVER, ALGERIA IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT INVESTOR IN GUINEA’S 
FUTURE, AND WE WOULD EXPECT GUINEA TO GET BACK EVENTUALLY 
TO SOME BALANCE BETWEEN ALGIERS AND RABAT IN SPITE OF 

THE LATTER'S CLEAR RECENT GAINS. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . AIR MOROCCO'S INAUGURAL FLIGHT ARRIVED CONAKRY APRIL 3 
BEARING LARGE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION HEADED BY 
MINISTER OF LABOR AND INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES FROM MORE 
THAN HALF-DOZEN OTHER MINISTRIES. DURING VISIT DELE- 
GATION MET WITH PRESIDENT SEKOU TOURE, HAD GENERAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON POSSIBILITIES FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO 
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GUINEA, AND ENJOYED WARM EXCHANGE OF SPEECHES AT DIPLO- 
MATIC CORPS DINNER GIVEN BY MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR APRIL 5 
AND ATTENDED BY EIGHT GOG MINISTERS. INAUGURAL FLIGHT 
RETURNED TO MOROCCO APRIL 7 BEARING MADAME ANDREE TOURE, 
PRESIDENT'S WIFE. FOR FOUR DAY QUASI-STATE VISIT IN 
MOROCCO DURING WHICH WE UNDERSTAND SHE WAS RECEIVED BY 
HASSAN II AND WIDOW OF MOHAMED V. 

2. MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR BELLARBI HAS TOLD US VERY WARM 
TONE OF SPEECHES AND VISITS' PROTOCOL REPRESENTS MAJOR 
IMPROVEMENT IN GUINEAN-MOROCCAN RELATIONS. GUINEAN HOST, 
TRANSPORT MINISTER TOUMANY SANGARE, REFERRED IN TOAST TO 
MOROCCO AS "GOOD REGIME SUPPORTED UNANIMOUSLY BY PEOPLE, 
RESPECTING WILL OF PEOPLE, NOT LIKE SOME SO-CALLED DEMO- 
CRATIC STATES WHICH RESEMBLE MORE MEDIEVAL REGIMES." 

(FACES OF EAST GERMAN AND SOVIET AMBASSADORS DROPPED 
VISIBLY AT THIS; ALGERIAN WAS ABSENT.) BELLARBI SAID 
TOURE'S PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH KING MOHAMED V AND KING 
HASSAN II HAVE TRADITIONALLY BEEN GOOD BUT ON SAHARAN 
ISSUE GOG HAD SUPPORTED CALL FOR SELF-DETERMINATION AND 
RELATIONS HAD BEEN IN SOMEWHAT DORMANT STATE. IN 1976 
GUINEAN PRIMIN BEAVOGUI WENT TO MOROCCO TO TRY TO MEDIATE 
SAHARAN PROBLEM. HASSAN II MAINTAINED THIS WAS INTERNAL 
MATTER BUT NEVERTHELESS WAS WILLING TO DISCUSS IT WITH 
SEKOU TOURE. BEAVOGUI THEN WENT TO ALGIERS BUT 
BOUMEDIENE MERELY SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS THE PROBLEM IN 
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NEXT OAU MEETING. BELLARBI SAID TOURE HAD BEEN OFFENDED 
AT THIS AND SAID HE WOULD WASH HIS HANDS OF THE MATTER. 

THIS WAS REFLECTEDIN TOURE'S RESISTANCE TO ALGERIAN 
PRESSURE FOR SUPPORT ON THE SAHARA AND IN TOURE'S MARCH 23. 
1978 FOREIGN POLICY SPEECH (CONAKRY 0608) IN WHICH - 
IN BF.T LARBT'S VIEW - TOURE IMPLIED SAHARAN TERRITORY 
MIGHT AS WELL BELONG TO MOROCCO, ALTHOUGH HE STILL MADE 
REFERENCE TO SELF-DETERMINATION. GUINEAN PARTY JOURNAL'S 
SIMULTANEOUS BLAST AT ALGERIA MOVED TOURE STILL CLOSER 
TO MOROCCO. HASSAN II IS ANXIOUS TO CONSOLIDATE THIS 
OPENING, AND THE LARGE, HIGH-LEVEL MOROCCAN DELEGATION 
ACCOMPANYING THE INAUGURAL FLIGHT (ABOVE) WAS DESIGNED 
TO DO THAT. 

3. AIR AGREEMENT IN EFFECT APRIL 3 BETWEEN MOROCCO AND 
GUINEAN PROVIDES FOR ONCE- WEEKLY FLIGHT BY AIR MOROCCO 
BETWEEN CASABLANCA AND CONAKRY. BELLARBI STATES AGREE- 
MENT CONTAINS NO RECIPROCAL RIGHTS FOR AIR GUINEA TO FLY 
TO MOROCCO, BUT GOM HAS OFFERED TO TRAIN AIR GUINEA 
PERSONNEL IN ALL PHASES OF AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATION. THIS WOULD INCLUDE BOEING 737 WHICH BELLARBI 
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UNDERSTANDS GOG HOPES TO ACQUIRE. 

4. BELLARBI SAID GUINEANS ASKED MOROCCAN ASSISTANCE 
IN CONSTRUCTION OF LANDING STRIPS AND HANGARS BUT THIS 
IS TOO EXPENSIVE FOR MOROCCO TO HANDLE. HE SAID THERE 
MIGHT BE POSSIBILITY OF THREE-WAY ARRANGEMENT ON PROJECTS 
LIKE THAT IF A PARTY SUCH AS SAUDI ARABIA WOULD PICK 

UP TAB. GOM HAS ACCEPTED A LIST OF PROPOSED AID PRO- 
JECTS FROM GOG, WILL STUDY IT AND RESPOND IN MAY. 

BELLARBI SAID GOM INTENDS TO EXTEND ASSISTANCE TO GUINEA 
PRINCIPALLY IN THE FIELDS OF AGRICULTURE, IRRIGATION 
AND WATER DEVELOPMENT. HE FORESAW ESTABLISHMENT OF 
MOROCCAN STATE-OWNED COMPANY IN GUINEA TO STUDY POSSI- 
BILITIES FOR DAM CONSTRUCTION, PREPARATION OF LAND FOR 
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IRRIGATION, USE OF PUMPING STATIONS, ETC. MOROCCO WILL 
PROBABLY ALSO HELP WITH PILOT AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS, 

E.G., FOR BEET SUGAR AND SPECIAL STRAINS OF WHEAT. 

5. BELLARBI SAID MOROCCO ALSO WANTED TO MAKE A GESTURE 

OF SUPPORT ON THE GUINEAN DROUGHT. GOM HAD ASKED GUINEANS 
WHAT THEY NEEDED, BUT THE LATTER SEEMED HESITANT TO SAY. 
BELLARBI SAID MOROCCO MIGHT PROVIDE "10,000 OR 20,000" 

TONS OF RICE IF THAT APPEARED APPROPRIATE, BUT HE HAD NO 
INFORMATION AS TO NEED OR HOW MUCH WAS ALREADY BEING 
SUPPLIED BY OTHERS. AMBASSADOR SUPPLIED HIM BASIC DATA 
AVAILABLE TO US ON THE SUBJECT APRIL 15. BELLARBI LEFT 
FOR MOROCCO APRIL 17 AND MAY BE PURSUING THE QUESTION 
THERE. 

6. COMMENT: DESPITE INTENSE PRESSURE FROM ALGERIANS 
ON THE SAHARAN ISSUE, SEKOU TOURE APPEARS TO BE COMING 
OUT INCREASINGLY OPENLY ON MOROCCAN SIDE. LONGSTANDING 
PERSONAL TIES WITH MOHAMED V AND HASSAN II. BOUMEDIENE'S 
UNRESPONSIVE REACTION IN 1976, AND THE ALGERIAN ARTICLE 
IN JANUARY 1978 SHARPLY CRITICAL OF GUINEA HAVE ALL APPAR- 
ENTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THIS. MOROCCANS ARE SEEKING TO 
CONSOLIDATE TOURE'S MOVEMENT IN THEIR FAVOR; WE SEE THIS 
AS A CONSTRUCTIVE SUPPLEMENT TO OUR EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE 
TOURE'S OPENING TO THE WEST AND A MORE MODERATE, PRAG- 
MATIC POLICY. PROJECTED MOROCCAN ASSISTANCE IN AGRICUL- 
TURE AND WATER DEVELOPMENT APPEARS APPROPRIATE, AS GOM 
SHOULD HAVE USEFUL COMPARABLE EXPERIENCE TO DRAW ON. 

END COMMENT. 

CROSBY 
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